Fit in, break out or break down? 

A WebQuest on YOU, the 1950s, Conformity and Rebellion

http://oxleylearning.org/english/

Level 1: Background for Everyone

Your Name: 




Your Teacher: 




Your specific focus in exploring the 1950s: 


















Your main interest in the topic: 

1. Who were the main people (person, group, etc.) involved in your topic?
2. What were they noted for?
3. What were the norms that they encountered and how did they conform to or rebel against them?  

4. What did (or might) have prompted their “conforming to” or “rebelling against?”  What prompted them to act?  What was their motivation?

5. What happened immediately (the initial public reaction)?  What is their legacy (how are they viewed now)?
6. Were there emotional or personal “costs” confronted by following a vision (whether conforming or rebelling)? 
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Where would you place them on a continuum of Rebellion & Conformity?
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Where would you place them on a continuum of Psychosis & Success?
New Subcultures in the 1950s
	Aspect of Culture
	Example of Conformity
	Example of Rebellion

	Example: The Cold War

	People were afraid of being reported by others with a grudge – Witch Trials
	People like Arthur Miller refused to participate in the McCarthy trials

	
	
	


As you watch various videos jot down any examples you come across where people are clearly promoting or conforming to cultural hegemonic forces or rebelling against them.  This will help you later with specific examples you can refer to as well as simply develop your depth of understanding of the 1950s and today.
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